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PREFACE.

The two works in Telugu contained in this
publication are of historical, biographical and
literary value. Raghunatha Nayakabhyndayamu is a
Dwipada Kavya and Raghunathabhyndayamu is  a
Yakshagana (an opera usually recited by street-
bards). Both deal with the same theme. namely, the
life of Raghunitha Niyaka, the wmost illustrious
Nayak King of Tanjore, who reigned from 1614 to
1633 A. D; and both the works have been written by
his son and successor, Vijayarighava Niyaka (1633 to
1673 A. D.).

The story of the two works is the same, and is
not remarkable except for its great literary and his-
torical value. The daily routine of the King and his
court, the life of the people in the L7th century, the
leading landmarks of the palace buildings some of
which still exist, depicted in the work, form part of
their chief merits and render them invaluable as first-
hand sources of information.

We are grateful to Dr. N. Venkataramanayya
and Sri. M. Somasekhara Sarma for the scholarship
and thoroughness which they have brought to the
editing of the work. Their English and Telugu
introductions are both comprehensive and analytical
and will be found of inestimable value particularly

by students of Tanjore history.

We are grateful to the Government of Madras
for their timely grants that have enabled us to publish
this and other valuable manuscripts of this Library.

S. GOPALAN,

Tanjore, HONORARY BECRETARY,
5-5-1951. Saraswathi Mahal Library Committes,






GENERAL INTRODUCTION
TO THE

Madras Government Oriental Series.

The Government of Madras took up for
consideration the question of publication of the
various manuscripts in different languages on
subjects like Philosophy, Medicine, Science, etc.,
early in May 1948. Impo :11manuscript libraries
in the Madras Presidency were requested to send a
list of unpublished manuscripts with them for
favour of being considered by the Government for
publication. The Honorary Secretary of the
Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvathi Mahal
Library, Tanjore, alone complied with this request.
This list as well as a similar list of unpublished
manuscripts in the Government Oriental Manus-
cripts Library, were carefully examined and a
tentative selection of manuscripts suitable for
publication was made. The Government in their
Memorandum No. 34913/48-10 Education, dated
4-4-1949, constituted an Expert Committee with the
Curator of the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras, as the Secretary, for the final
selection of manuscripts suitable for printing and
for estimating the cost of publication,
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The following are members of the Committee :

Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M A, BL,,
» R.P. 8Sethu Pillai, B.A,, B.L

» C- M. Ramachandra Chettiar, BA,BL.,
8ri R. Krishnamoorthy, (Kalki)

Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, M.A., PH D.,
Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M A., L.T.,
» V. Prabhakara Sastri,

s» N. Venkata Rao, M A,

» H.Sesha Ayyangar,

10. ,, Masthi Venkatesa Ayyvangar, M.A.,
11. ,, M. Mariappa Bhat, M.A, L.T.,

12. Dr. C. Achyuta Menon, B.A., PH.D,

13. ,, C. Kunhan Raja, M.A., D, PHIL,

14. ,, A.Sankaran,M-A,PHD,LT,

15. Sri P 8. Rama Sastri,

16. ., S K. Ramanatha Sastri,

17. Dr. M. Abdul Haq, M.A,, D. Phil. (Oxon),
18. Afzul-ul-Ulma Hakim Khader Ahamed,
19. Sri P. D. Joshi,

20. , 8 Gopalan. B.A,, B.L,

21, ,, T.Chandrasekharan, M.A., L.T.

P PIAIDT O

The members of the Committee formed into
Sub-Committees for the various languages, Sanskrit,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi and
Islamic Languages. They met during the month of
May, 1949, at Madras and Tanjore to examine the
manuscripts and make a selection. The recommen-
dations of the Committee were accepted by the
Government in G. O, No- Mis 2745 Education, dated



31--8—1949 and they decided to call these publica-
tions as the “Madras Government Oriental
Series,” and appointed the Curator, Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the

ix

General Editor of the publications.

The following manuscripts have been taken up

for publication during the current year:
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“A” Trom the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras.

TAMIL

Kappal Sattiram

Anubhava Vaidya Murai
Attanakolahalam

Upadesa Kandam

Colan Purva Pattayam

Konga Desa Rajakkal

Sivajnana Dipam

Sadasiva Rupam, with commentary.

TELUGU.

Sangitaratnakaramu
Aushadha Yogamulu
Vaidya Nighantuvu
Dhanurvidya Vilasamu
Yoga Darsana Vishayamu
Khadga Lakshana Siromani.



X

SANSKRIT.
1. Vishanarayaniyam
2. Bhargava Nadika
3. Hariharacaturangam
4. Brahmasutravrtti—Mitaksara
9. Nyayasiddhanta Thattvamrtam.

MALAYALAM:.

1 Garbha Cikitsa
2. a- Vastulakshanam
b, Silpasastram
¢. Silpavishayam
3. Mahasaram
4. Kanakkusaram
5. Kriyakramam

KANNADA.

1. Lokopakara
2. Rattamata
3. Asvasastram
4. a. Aushadhagalu

b. Vaidyavishaya
5.  Sangitaratnakara
6.  Supasastra.

ISLAMIC LANGUAGES.

1. Jamil-Al-Ashya
2. Tibb-E-Faridi
8. Tahqig-Al-Buhran
4, Safinat-Al-Najat.
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“B* From the Tanjore Mahataia Serfoji’s
Sarasvathi Mahal Library, Tanjore.

TAMIL.

Sarabhendravaidya Murai (Diabetes)
Do. ' (BE-N.&T.)

Konkanarsarakku Vaippu

Sarabhendra Vaidya Murai—

Talasamudram

Bharatam

Pandikeli Vilasa Natakam
Pururava Cakravarti Natakam
Madana Sundara Vilasa Natakam

® VD o 00

e T

Tiruccirrambalakovaiyar with Padavurai

(Aneemia & Jaundice)

9. Percy Macqueen's Collection in the Madras

University Library on Folklore
10. Ramaiyan Ammanai

11.
Cough and other lung diseases)

TELUGU.

Kamandakanitisaramu
Taladasapranapradipika
Raghunatha Nayakabhyudayamu
Rajagopala Vilasamu
Ramayanamu by Katta Varadaraju

MAHRATHI.

1.  Natyasastrasangraha
2. 2. Falk Qanca '

T R0

Sarabhendra Vaidya Murai — (Asthma,
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b. Dora Dharun Veni Paddhati

¢. Asvasa Catula Dumani
Pratapasimhendra Vijaya Prabandha

a. Sarabhendra Tirthavali

b. Lavani
Devendra Kuravanji

6. Bhakta Vilasa

Sloka Baddha Ramayana

SANSKRIT.

Asvasastra with Tricolour Illustrations
Rajamrganka
Ananda Kandam
Ayurvedamahodadhi
Gita Govinda Abhinaya
a. Colacampu
b Sahendra Vilasam
7.  Dharmakutam-Sundara Kanda
8. Jatakasara
9.  Vishnutattvanirnaya Vyakhya
10.  Sangita Darpanam -.
11.  Bijapallavam

3.
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It is hoped that the publication of most of the
important manuscripts will be completed within
the next four years.

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publica-
tion are represented by single copies in the Librarv
and consequently the mistakes that are found in
them could not be corrected by €omparing- them






Note :—In list “ B’ above, No. 5 and 11 in Tamil, and No. 3 in
Sanskrit were Substituted for three works of the origi-
nal list, which were found later, to be unsuitable for
publication. The Substitution awaits approval by the
Government.
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with other copies The editors have however, tried
their best to suggest correct readings. The wrong
readings are given in round brackets and correct
readings have been suggested in square brackets-
When different readings are found, they have been
given in the foot-notes except in the case of a few
books, in which the correct readings have been
given in the foot-note or incorporated in the text
itself.

The Government of Madras have to be thanked
for financing the entire scheme of publication
although there is a drive for economy in all the
departments. My thanks are due to the members
of the Expert Committee who spared no painsin
Selecting the manuscripts for publication. I have
also to thank the various editors, who are experts
in their own field, for readily consentingsto edit the
manuscripts and see them through the press. The
various presses that have co-operated in printing
the manuscripts in the best manner possible also
deserve my thanks for the patience exhibited by
them in carrying out the corrections made in the
proofs.

MADRAS, T.CHANDRASEKHARAN,
1951. General Editor.






INTRODUCTION

The Raghunathanayakabhyudayam and the
Raghunathabhyudayam of the Tanjore, Nayak king
Vijayaraghava Nayaka—one a poem in the dwipada
metre and the other an yakshagana—have remained
so far unpublished, though they had long been familiar
to the students of the South Indian History and
Telugu literature. Important passages from these
works have, no doubt, been extracted from time to
time by scholars and included in treatises on the
history of the Nayak kings and works of similar
character; but these extracts are quite inadequate
to do justice to their literary value and historical
importance. In undertaking the publication of these
works, the authorities of the Maharaja Sarfoji's
Sarasvati Mahal Library have placed the people of
South India under a deep debt of gratitude.

1

The manuscript material :—The present edition
is based on the copies of the works furnished by the
Sarasvati Mahal Library authorities. The manus-
cript material is indeed scanty. Only one ms of
the Raghunathanayakabhyudayam (No. 334 of the
DCTM) and two of the Raghunathabhyudayam
Nos. 559, 560) are found in the library, and their
condition is far from satisfactory. The occurance of
corrupt Prakrit, Tamil and Kannada passages in the
Raghunathabhyudayam has made the task:- of editing
much more difficult; but for the kind help of
Dr. V. Raghavan, M.A.Ph.D., Reader in Sanskrit,
Madras university and of Mr. M. Mariappa Bhat, M.A.,
Reader in Kannada in the same University, it would



not have been possible to correct the mistakes and
restore them to their original condition. I take this
opportunity to offer them thanks on my behalf and
on that of Sri M, Somasekhara Sarma, who has
colloborated with me in editing these works and
contributed in addition a very valuable introduction
in Telugu.

These two works are closely connected with
each other; their names are practically identical;
the subject matter is the same; and considerable
portions of the text are common to both. Not only are
the dvipada passages of the Raghunathabhyudayam
are mostly culled from the Ragunathanayakabhyuda-
yam but several darus and wvakyas are also dvipadas
taken from the same work either set to music or
arranged as. continuous prose passages without the
alteration of even a word. It is for this reason that
these two works are taken together and presented
to the readers in a single .volume.

The theme, however, is old and conventional;
and it has been familiar to the Telugu literate
public ever since the composition of the Bhogini-
dandakam of Bammera Potaraju_in the first half of
the 15th century AD. The Bhoginidandakam and the
Venkatapatirayadandakam, another work of the same
character, as their names indicate, are composed
in the dandaka metre; but the Raghunathanaya-
kabhyudayam, as stated already, is a dvipada-kavya,
and the Raghunathibhyudayam an yakshagana. The
change in the form is perhaps an innovation of "
Vijayaraghava himself. Living as he did in one of
the greatest musical epochs in South Indian history,
he could not remain entirely uninfluenced by the spirit



of his age. Song and dance were the principal preoccu-
pations of the society of which he was the leader;
and they exercised a profound influence over the
literature of the period. The dvipada and the
yakshagana became the favourite media of literary
expression, as they were more suited to singing and
dramatic representation than other forms of literary
composition; and Vijayaraghava, influenced pro-
foundly by the conditions of his age, seems to have
abandoned the monotonous dandaka and adopted
the dvipada and yakshagana in its place.

The theme, however, continued unchanged. As
in the Tamil Ula, the hero, usually a king, goes
in a procession, accompanied by his courtiers, through
the streets of his capital. The women of the city
taking their stand in some suitable place—a balcony, a
veranda, a door-way or a window of their houses—view
the royal procession, and exhibit, overcome by feelings
of love, amorous symptoms by means of gestures and
disorderliness of dress and conduct. One of them,
invariably a courtesan, is simtten with love and
sends him a messenger, her old mother, or, as in the
present case, her pet parrot to the king declaring
her love to him and begging him to favour her with
a visit to her house. The king responds; and the
dandaka. dvipada-kavya or yakshagana, as the case
may be, comes to an end.

As examples of literary composition, these works do
not rank very high. The Raghunathanayakabhyudayam
is an ordinary dvipada-kdvya without any note-
worthy feature to rise it above the level of the
numerous compositions of its class. Vijayaraghava
has, no doubt, perfect mastery over the technique of the
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literary art, but his dvipada, though mellifluous and

occasionally eloquent, does not rise to the heights of
" Ranganatha, Soma, Gaurana, Tiruvengadanatha and
Konsrunatha. The Raghunathabhyudayam is, how-
ever, important not so much due to its artistic and
literary excellence as to certain characteristic
features which mark a new departure in the deve-
lopment of our yakshagzna.

The origin of the yakshagana is lost in obscurity.
It has been supposed that it had its orgin among the
Koravas, a wild tribe, living in the hilly tracts of the
Telugu country. During the time of the annual
yatras at Srifaila, Indrakila, Vodadri, Mangalagiri,
Garudadri, Malyadri, Venkatadri etc., members of the
tribe, both men and women, are supposed to have
entertained the pilgrims by means of song and dance
and earned money. As their performance gained
popularity, bands of artists called Zakkalas are said
to have adopted their mode of dance and earned by
means of it their living in cities and towns. The
vakshagana which is said to have thus arisen from the
practice of Zakkalas, soon became a regular kind of
popular entertainment. And poets are then said to
have given it a literary form by composing yaksha-
ganas on various epic and puranic themes. *

This theory of the origin of the yakshagina, though
interesting, cannot be accepted ; for the Koravaiji or
Erukala Koravafiji, the name of a particular variety
of yakshagana, which has given rise to this specula-
tion, is comparatively late in its origin. It makes its
appearance for the first time in the first half of the
L7th century, whereas the yakshagina was already

1806 811 V. Prabhakara Sastri's introduction to the Sugrivavijayam pp. 4f,"
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a recognized form of dramatic performance in the
time of Palkuriki Soma, early in the fourteenth century
AD. There is reason to believe that the yakshagana
was not peculiar to the Telugu country. The
Tamil poem, Silappadikaram, which modern scholars
and literary critics assign to the 8th or the 9th
century AD., refers to dramatic compositions ; three
varieties are recognized of which #%a: seems to be
the prototype of the yakshagana. The beginnings of
the yakshagina have probably to be traced to the
pantomime of the kind of the Katha-kali, which has
survived in Karala on the west coast until our own
times. However that may be, there can be no doubt
that yakshagana is common to the whole of South
India ; and this fact must not be overlooked, while
attempting to discover its origin.

The character of the yakshagana in the early
stages of its development is not known, as the earliest
specimen that has come down to us, viz., the Sugriva-
vijayam of Kandukuru Rudrakavi, belongs to the age
of the emperor Krishnadsvaraya of Vijayanagara in
the first half of the 16th century AD. The story of
Sugriva’s first meeting with Srirama, the formation
of an alliance between them, and the slaying of Vili
form the subject matter of the play. It is made up of
a few verses, 1 utpalamala, R sisas, @ gitas and
1 kanda, besides a number of dvipada passages, some
varieties of ragada in the triputa, zampe, kurucha-
zampe, ata and eka-talams; a few songs such as
the artha-chandrikas, and dhavalas and an éla. These
are interspersed with several short prose passages,
which are explanatory in character and serve frequen-
tly as stage directions. The Raghunadhabhyudayam
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marks an advance in the development of the technique
of the yakahagana. In the first place, the varieties
of ragada such as triputa, zampe &c, the artha-
chandrikas, and the dhavalas disappear; and their
place is taken by daru (dhruva), which is to play an
important part in fhe later yakshagina compositions,
Secondly, the adoption of prose dialogue introduces
an element of realism into yakshagiana, and trans-
forms the original dance performance into a drama.

2

The capital and the palace :—Tanjore, the capital
of the Nayak kings, is described at some length in
the Raghunathanayakabhyudayam ; but the description
is couched in conventional terms, which apply to no
city in particular, and has, therefore, very little to tell
us about the condition of the city under the Nayak
rulers. The description of the royal palace is, how-
ever, genuine ; and it yields much valuable information
about the courts, halls, the royal apartments and
other parts, not known from other sources. The
palace stood surrounded by a lofty prakari (wall of
protection) in the midst of the beautiful streets in-
habited by the courtesans; a handsome hazara (pavilion)
surmounted with golden kalaéas stood at the entrance.
Passing through that pavilion one entered a courtyard,
surrounded by terraced corridors, where the must
elephants of the palace were stabled. Beyond that

.was a similar courtyard called Patani-bavanti-sagja

in which horses, unrivalled for their swiftness, were
tethered. Then, there was a large hall, where the.
samprati-karanikas assembled to write the accounts
of the palace. Next, there was another hall called
Ramabhadraéala, so called after a picture of SrI Rama
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which was probably painted on its walls, Passing
the hall, one reached the koné-vakils or the gate
leading into the interior of the palace, guarded by
the guri-gollas (watchmen of the golla caste) armed
with bamboo staffs. Inside the Fkipé-vakili were
the Lakshmi vilasa, where the chiefs and captains
of the army awaited the king arranging themselves
in rows; the marble gate (leading into the inner
apartments) adorned with the imges of the lions:
the Achyuta ranga-kiita (the sports arena) in the cool
shadow of the punniga tree near by; the beautiful
mansion called Nakepurivilasa; the lofty Lagula-
chappara; the gymnasium; the nafakaéala (the
dancing hall); the courtyard of the Madanagopala-
vilisa, in which was enshrined the image of the god

Mannar; the Sri Rima-saudha (Sri Rama’s mansion)
which shone like a second Pushpaka, and in the
extensive blue marble flooring of which was reflected
the picture of Pattabhirama seated in a pavilion of
golden filigree work ; the Vijayabhavana with the golden
doors, on the wédika of which sat a crowd of
kaiichukies; the Indiramandira, in which were
painted pictures representing Raghunatha's vic-
tory over Cholaga, the conferment of sovereignty
on the king of Nepala (Jaffna), the victory over the
rulers of the Pandya and the Tundira countries and
the establishment of Ramadsvaraya on the throne:
and the Vijayaraghavavilasa evidently named after
Vijayaraghava Nayaka and other royal palaces.

The daily routine and court ceremonial :—The
Nayak kings seem to have adopted the routine of
their daily work and the ceremonial of the court from
the Rayas of Vijayanagara; for the programme of
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daily work and the formalities said to have been
observed by Raghunatha and Vijayaraghava in the
two works edited here, bear close resemblance to what
. is said about these subjects in the Rayavachakam
and the Chronicle of Nuniz. Itisreasonableto suppose
that Chevvappa, the founder of the dynasty, copied
the daily routine and the court ceremonial of the
imperial court of Vijayanagara, when he acquired
the nayakship from Sada$iva and that continued un-
changed under his successors. Like his imperial
master at Chandragiri, Raghunatha woke up from sleep
at day-break, looked at the reflection of his own per-
son in the mirror, saw a couple of brahmans, glanced
at the golden pots filled with milk, and gazed upon the
image of Garuda, the harbinger of prosperity. When
the formalities consequent upon his wppavadam
(waking up) were over, he put on the dress and
ornaments for the durbar. The process of his toilet
was elaborate. In front of him was placed a life-size
mirror in an erect position, supported by a damsel of
‘handsome appearance, while the servants of the
treasury stood by his side with golden trays filled
with ornaments. First, he decked his hair with
the garlands of sampangi flowers and wore upon
them a costly kuliay: (cap) ornamented handsomely
with large suppant pearls. He then adorned himself
with bracelets, and large ear-rings set with lustrous
gems; next, he smeared his body with fresh
saffron paste, and filled his ears with civet. Having
“thus decorated and perfumed himself, Raghunatha
put on a half-shirt of paithini cloth, and tied around.
his loins a beautiful garment of golden yellow silk;
he wore also necklaces, armlets, and rings brilliant
with gems of various kinds, and fastened on his
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ankle a gandapendera (an anklet of the heroes) set
with precious stones extracted from the crown of
the Pandya king (i.e., the Nayak of Madura). As
soon as he finished his toilet, he proceeded, led by two
damsels each holding him by a hand and accompanied *
by his two queens Kalavatamma on the left and
Lakshmamma on the right, to the audience hall
and took his seat on a throne, placed on a mafcha
or elevated platform. The throne was constructed
with considerable mechanical skill; it was
provided with paschalikas (dolls) holding the
various articles of royal insignia, such as the fly-
whisk, spittoon &c., and luxuriously furnished with
cushions and pillows embroidered with the lace of
gold-thread and pearls. In front of the throne was
placed a low stool of cunning workmanship with
representations of parrots in emerald, on which the-
king rested his feet. @ The audience was at first
strictly private. None excepting the members of the
king’s family, his queens, sons and grand children,
had the previlege of admission to it. The audience
- began with a dance. Several patras, expert in the art
of dancing, then came forward and began to perform
before the king; Rupavati showed the padachals,
and - Chandrarskha danced the pérans; gaéirékhé
displaying her skill in thesrare %ipus (modes) of
dance, sang in the zakkiyt (a species of song); Loka-
nayaki and Kiravani danced durupada-kélika and
durustani-kopu ; *  some sang  koravanji, &walila
and gujarati-dééi ; one of the women played novel tunes
on the vipa, while others displayed their individual
gkill in playing on musical instruments such as

1. Durupada-kalska is a dance in which the patrs danced with quick
steps ; the meaning of the durastamy-kopu is not, however, clear.
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murals, rabab, tambura, dande, chengu, svarnamandala and
ravanahasta. Some read out the Achyutabhyudayam,
;Nalacharitram, Parijatapaharanam, Valmikicharitram,
ithe chatu kavya called Janakiparinayam and other works

omposed by Raghunatha himself ; some asked samas-
yas and others completed them. The king then
distributed presents to the patras according to their
merits, and all the women retired to the antahpura
or the inner appartments of women.

The avasarams or ushers, dressed in white robes, and
holding tattas of pure gold in their hands, entered the
audience hall from outside and submitted that the
kings of the neighbouring states, petty chiefs, nobles,
purohits, poets and others were waiting for audience
and that, if it pleased His Majesty, they would usher
them in. Raghunatha with a glance of his eye signi-
fied his assent. They went out and returned almost
immediately with the courtiers. The guri-doras (petty
chiefs) were the first to enter ; they advanced towards
the throne, while the ends of their jilugu-duppatis
(upper garments of delicate texture) swept over the
ground, and with the permission of the king took the
seats as befitting their rank. He chatted with them for
a while, granted their requests and dismissed them.

L]

The court rose at this stage. Some of the women
of the royal household, who were in charge of the bath-
room, entered and announced that the bath was ready.
On hearing this, the slipper-bearer of the king placed
the jewelled padukas (wooden slippers)on His Majesty’s
feet ; and he rose up from the throne and walked slowly
towards the bath-room, accompanied by maidservants
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on either side. When he reached the bath-room, he
kicked off the padukas and seated himself on a low
plank-shaped golden seat, and bathed his body with /
cool rose-water, which the maidservants handed to
him in golden #fambugas (small narrow-necked vessels
used for bathing, drinking &ec.) from the well-filled
kopperas (large boiler-like vessels used for storing
water). When he finished his bath, the maids dried his
body with a soft linen cloth, and handed to him a
white paficha (nether garment) which he tied around
his loins ; over it he wore a coloured duppais (a cloth
of double breadth) in the sar: (?) fashion; he then put
on pearl ear-rings, and é7 ramabhadra-tali and procee-
ded to the place, where he usually put on tbe caste -
mark. On his way, he saw a couple brahmans, and
passing through several Fkakshyas (enclosures) he
arrived at the Lakshmi Vilasa, the habitat of the god-
dess of fortune. He prostrated at the sacred feet of
his guru, who was awaiting his arrival there; and
having taken the latter’s permission, he offered grass ,
to the kapila-dhénu (brown-cow) and seated himself in
the padmasana pose on a jambukhdna (carpet) in front
of a mirror, surrounded by the people of the city, and
painted the vaishnavite caste mariks on his face and .
twelve other specified parts of his body. He muttered
the ashtakshari, counting the beads of his pearl rosary.
At the instance of his guru, he offered with much
fervour worship to the god Rajagspala, and distributed
with his own hands tambala (betel) and sandal paste to
the readers of the Ramayapa and the Bhagavata,
calling each of them by his name. He then re-
ceived on his head the akshatas (grains of rice coloured

yellow or red) of blessing, and prostrating once again
at his guru’s feet sent him back to his residence.
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Then Raghunatha entered the antahpura, and took
his midday meal; he walked the safapadas (hundred
' steps), recited the Balaramayanam and slept for four
ghatikas. He woke up, and being desirous of riding in
a procession through the streets of the city, he
commanded an annagaru a (eunuch) to warn the
guard. The annagaru proceeded to the outer court
waving the baton of his office, and shouted, ¢O! ye,
lords of the guard, His Majesty intends to ride
through the city, make yourselves ready and come

forward on your horses.’

King Raghunatha emerged from the palace and en-
tered the gilded sarudu-chappara (portico), where lay on
its knees Airavata, the state elephant, in full panoply,
with all its trappings to receive him on its back;
while the cries of samukha (presence) of the katikas
(mace-bearers) rent the air, and the nobles of high
rank extended their hands to lead him to the kneeling
animal. He took his seat on a gadde (small throne)
in the howdah under an umbrella decorated with
pear]l tassels, and offered worship to the god
Ramabhadra. Chaury-bearers waved their fly whisks
behind, and purple pavadas embroidered with
flowers of golden lace flew up in front of him. The
sound of musical instruments such as the nagasaras,
naragajas, tamadas, golden kahalas, davines, dhakkas,
bhéris &c. burst out, while a party of musicians sang
to the accompaniment of chiruta-maddela, chengy
and dapde; and vandis and magadhas standing on
either side of him shouted the words of ’aivare
such as samadapandya-nripila sapitinga harana
(depriver of the seven members of the royalty of the
proud Pandya king) and samara-vikrama- rama-sampanna



(the possesser of the goddess of prowess in battle).
The procession then set out ; Raghunatha’s three sons,
Achyuta, Achyuta-Ramabhadra and Vijayaraghava
rode upon smaller elephants ; and princes, and nobles
displaying flags with the emblems of the crocodile and
the fish, festoons of the pikili feathers, and ensigns of
peacock tail and banners of the Sun, the Moon, the
Garuda and the Gandabhsrunda followed them on their
elephants ; while the women of the city, who were
standing upon the terraces, turrets of their
houses and other convenient places to see the pomp
and pageantry, admired the king and . betrayed
symptoms of love ; and showered on him fried grain,
as a token of their good wishes. A courtesan named
Chitrarekhi, who lived in one of the principal
thoroughfares, was so smitten with love that she
resolved to satisfy her desire, and sent to him her
favourite parrot to plead her cause and induce him to
favour her with a visit.

When the ride through the city came to an end,
Raghunatha returned with all his retinue to the
palace ; he dismissed at the hazira the petty nobles who
accompanied him on elephants; proceeded to the
Bhadrasala, adored the god Ramanchandra even as
he sat on the back of his elephant, and passed on to the
Lakshmi Vilasa, where he dismounted, supporting
himself on the arms of his favourite nobles. From that
place he walked under the shade of harigas (shield-
shaped parasols) to the shrine of the god Ranganayaka,
whom he worshipped. Led by the mace-bearers who
warned him at every step uttering words of caution, he
moved on to the éﬂ'rﬁmasaudha, offered worship to the
image of the god Rajagaopala, which stood nearby; and
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sitting upon a throne set upon a white marble slab
covered with a jambukhana (carpet), held a durbar.

Raghunatha after a while gave leave by a sign
of his hand to the men of asam (kasham, retinue, army)
to depart from the assembly, and sent for the poets
and learned men. Ushered in by the avasarams, the
poets, dressed, as becoming their profession, in angies
(tunies) of parakal: (linen) cloth, and kuliayis made of
superior velvet (saryaputa) stuff entered first. They
wore on their fingers darbhamudis (golden rings called
also pavitras) and held golden styles in their hands.
They blesssed the king, preferred their complaints,
and taking their seat near him opened a discussion
of the éastra. At the instance of the king, however,
they gave samasyas in Telugu, Sanskrit and Prakrit
to Ramabhadramma and Madhuravani, two of the
learned courtesans of the court ; and the latter comp-
leted them in a satisfactory manner without difficulty.
The kavita-goshthi (intercourse with the poets) lasted
for a while ; and after the distribution of the presents
they were dismissed. The rayasams (secretaries), carry-
ing in thier lap the diaries of the reports brought by
gkilful spies from the pramukhas (chiefs) posted in
various camps, came to the king’s presence and offered
him lemon fruits as chékankes (the presents carried
in the hand). Raghunatha enquired whether they
received any reports from the quarters (i.e., the coun-
tries in all quarters around his kingdom) on the
previous day or the day before ; and in reply, they read
out a letter sent by Narappa or Narapappa, son of
Ayyaparasa of Guntur in the northern country,
Raghunatha's representative at the court of the

Pachchhava (Padshah), reporting to him the words of
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commendation uttered by the latter on hearing of His
Majesty’s victory at Topur. As soon as the rayasams
finished reading their reports, the karapikas of the
Atthavanam (the accountants of the revenue depart-
ment), wearing the paftka (crystal) ear-rings and
turbans wound round their thick kullayis came forward
with balapams (pencils of soft white stone) and
kaditams (account books made of specially prepared
black cloth) and explained to him the accounts of the
ayam (income) wvyayam (expenditure) of manivarti
(household) and maniya (state). Some of the officers of
the crown and farmers of revenue, viz. Chidambara-
natha Mudaliar of the Dharmasana or the Judicial
and Charitable Endowments Department; Rangayya
and Kasturi of the A¢thavanam and Asteppa Dikshita,
the court auditor,are mentioned by name. To produce
perhaps an humorous effect, they are made to speak in
their respective mother tongues viz Tamil, Telugu
and Kannada and accuse one another of corrupt
practices. On hearing them dispute the accuracy of the
accounts, Raghunatha directed them to submit their
account books to the auditor, Asteppa Dikshita, for
examination and report. He then discussed in strict
privacy the affairs of the state with his ministers
and retired to the antakpura, led by two maidservants
each holding him by a hand.

When Raghunatha arrived at the gate of the
antahpura, some women, who were waiting for him at
the place with golden tambugas filled with rose-water,
washed his feet and wiped off the moisture with a
cloth. One of them held up a golden spittoon, and
another handed to him a golden vessel filled with
fresh water, The king then spat out the tambila
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into the spittoon, rinsed his mouth thrice and wiped
his lips with a piece of cloth. Then he lifted the
joined palms of his hand to his forehead in saluta-
tion to the Goddess of Sovereignty in the Indira-
mandira and entered his apartments, where his
queens Kalavatamma, Venkatamma, Lakshmamma
and the daughter of Viévanathuni Pera waved in
front of him the nine kinds of gems heaped in trays
to remove the effects of the evil eye. Then he
removed all the jewels which he put on for giving
audience, and deposited them in chavi-tattas (?), held out
to him by servant maids. He next put on a fresh
lace-bordered white dhoti, adorned his ears with
beautiful onfus (ear-rings worn by men), wore the
$riramatali and diamond chésaris (chains set with
diamonds worn on the hand) and performed the
padicha-mahayajias (the five great sacrifices). When
he had finished thase, the women employed in the
kitchen brought the bona-putikas (baskets of food) and
kept them behind a curtain of gold cloth, fastened
across the gilded pillars with the capitals of lions-
heads, while several damsels blew the dhavala $ankhas
and struck cymbals together . in concert. Some
placed a seat made of gold, covered with a Portugal
cushion and a big golden pallera (plate) together
with plantain leaves made of gold on either side of
it on a jewelled stool, with its legs fashoined like those
of a lion, for the king; they also spread carpats of
various kinds such as ratna-kambalas, tivasies &c., and
arranged on them in two rows phalakas (planks) and
chakkalas (cano-bottomed seats) together with cups .
tumblers and drinking vessels of various shapes and
forms. Some of the young damsels then announucel

softly to the king that the pallera was placed and the
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dinner was ready. Led by one of the ladies-in-
waiting by the hand, Raghunatha proceeded to the
dining place accompanied by his queens and sat ina
line with them to dine. The dinner was sumptuous,
and the dishes were numerous. No less than forty-five
kinds of vegetable and meat dishes and puddings
and a dozen varieties fruits are enumerated. Though
they give us an idea of the kind of foed consumed by
the Nayak kings and their nobles, it is not possible
to describe them here. After the dinner was over
Raghunatha washed his hands and mouth with cold
water poured out from golden gindess (pot-shaped
vessels) by servant women; performed the éuddh-
achamana ; ate leaves of the tulasi plant; walked the
Satapada, recited the Balaramayana and sat upon a
gilded chair of superior workmanship, chewing betel
handed on to him by women. While he was thus
engaged, some maids brought pearls in a tray and
waved it before him to remove the effects of the
evil eye.

Raghunatha sat there for a while holding
converse with his womenfolk. He then sent them
to their apartments and repaired in the company of
maid servants to the pleasuance armed with a bow
and balls to shoot at the birds perched on the trees.
It was here that he met the parrot-messenger sent
by the love-lorn courtesan, and after listening to her
suit promised to pay her a visit that night. He then
returned to the palace. Having for a while amused
himself by playing with the women in the harem, he
dressed and adorned himself in a suitable manner and
set out for the house of the courtesan, accompanied by
his adapam woman and followed unseen at a distance
by the courtiers, On arriving at his destination

P
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Raghunatha sent his agapam inside the house to
inform the courtesan that he had come to fulfil his
promise.

- The courtesan who was apprised of the king's
promise to visit her house by the faithful parrot was
ready to receive him. When she was told by the adapam
that he had actually come, she went forward with
enthusiasm to receive him warmly, and waved red
cloth and pots filled cooked-rice of different colours be-
fore him to remove the effects of the evil eye and cast
them away ; she next washed his feet with rose-water
and wiped off the wetness with her payyeda (upper
end of garment covering breasts and shoulders) from
which emanated the perfume of the kumkum (saffron).
She then took hold of his hand, and led him into her
bedchamber, where she made him sit on & parangi-pita
(a chair or some other kind of seat imported from the
west) and seated herself upon another by his side.
At a sign from her eyes, her maids began to entertain
the king. One of them sang in dééiya ragas (indi-
genous tunes) observing fana and mana some of the
padas composed by her mistress expressing her love
to the king ; another took up the fambura. and made
him hear the kaf{i vadya; another played upon the
dhakka showing the variations of the ¢las; and others
displayed their skill on kinnara, vina, murali, chengu,
rabab, mukha-vina, dande and other musical instru-
ments. Then they retired. Raghunatha spent that
night enjoying the company of the courtesan and
returned to the palace at day-break.

3

The real 1mporta.nce of the Raghunathanayaka-
bhyudayam and Raghunathabhyudayam, however,‘
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lies not so:much in their literary value as in thejr
character as records of contemporary history.
Choosing, as he did, the life of his father as the theme
of his dvipada-kavya and yakshagina, Vijayaraghava
had to describe historical events, and introduce
historical personages as characters into his poem and
play. They contain, therefore, a brief summary of
the history of his family and the achievements of
himself and his ancestors, besides much valuable infor-
mation about the administration, social and economic
conditions, the routine of daily life of the court, and
many other things not known from other sources.
As these are not without their interest and may be of
some use to the historian, they may be noted here
briefly for the benefit of those who cannot, owing to
the unfamiliarity of the language, understand these
works in the original.

i. The genealogy of the Nayak Kings :~The genealogy
of the Nayak Kings of Tanjore has long been familiar
to the students of South Indian history, It is mainly
derived from the author’s introduction to these two
works in which it is stated that a chief called Krishpa
was born in the fourth caste ; his son Timma married
a certain Bayyambiki; and to them were born four
sons, Peda-Chevva, Pina-Chevva, Peda-Malla and
Pina-Malla, Of these, the second, Pina-Chevva, became
famous in the world. He married Murtimamba, a
sister of the wife of Achyutaddvaraya. A son called
Achyuta was born to them ; and he married a lady of
the name of Murtimdmpa. To them was born Raghu-
natha, the most illustrious of thd Nayak kings of
Tanjore. He married Kalavati, the daughter. 'of a
gertain Vemparaja ; and to Kalavat! and Raghunathg



Nayaka was born Vijayaraghava Nayaka, the author
of the works under consideration. This account is
not, however, complete ; and it has to be supplemented
w1th some additional information about Raghunatha. 8
family mentioned incidentally here and there in the
body of these works. We are told, for instance, that
bemdes Kalavatl he had other wives. Three other
wives viz Lakshmamma, the daughter of the ruler of
Gingee, Venkatamma, the daughter of a certain
Venkaténdra and the daughter of Visvanathuni
Paravibhu, whose name is unfortunately lost, are said
to have dined in his company. Raghunatha had at
least two other sons besides Vijayaraghava. According
to a passage in the Raghunathanayakabhyudayam,
his three sons,—the eldest Achyuta, the second
Achyuta-Ramabhadra, and the last Vijayaraghava—
accompanied hun. when he pa.ssed through the streets
of his capital in a procession. Though the last two
are explicitly stated to have been the sons of Kalavati,
the name of the mother of his eldest son is not men-
tioned, Probably he was not the son of Kalavati, but of
one of his other queens mentioned above. The pedigree
of the Nayak kings up to the time of Vijayaraghava
may be drawn up as follows :—

Krishna

|
Timma
m. Bayyamblka

Peda-Chevva. Pma-bhevva Peda-Malla Pma.-Malla
* m. Murtimamba
(a sister of Achyutaraya’s
queen)

|
Ra.ghu|n5,tha by Kalﬁ.vat!

i
Achyuta Achyuta Vuayaraghava
: . Ramabhadra
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fi. the history of the family: The history of the
family, as described in the Raghunathabhyudayam and
Raghunithaniyakabhyudayam, begins practically with
Pina-Chevva one of the four sons of Timma, who is
otherwise unknown. It is sometimes said that the
ancestors of Pina Chevva were related to the royal
family of Vijayanagara and that they held high offices
in the imperial army ; but this is mere speculation
unsupported by evidence. Pina Chevva came of an
obscure Balija family. Of his grandfather and father
and of his three brothers, who are mentioned in these
and other literary works of this period, nothing is
known. The rise of Pina Chevva’s fortune was due
mainly to the circumstance of his marriage with
Murtimamba, a sister of Tirumalamba, who is said to
have been one of the queens of the emperor Achyuta-
devaraya. The statement, however, of the spurious
Tanjavaru Andhrarajulacharitram that Achyuta gave
the Chala country to his sister-in-law as stridhana or
dowry and appointed her husband as its sole viceroy
is not borne out by evidence. Chevva's connection
with Tanjore did not begin, as a matter of fact, before
AD. 1549, whereas Achyutadavaraya died seven years
earlier in AD. 1542. Moreover, Ramaraja China Timma
and his younger brother Vitthala were governing the
Chola and Pandya countries as the deputies of.
Sadasiva up to AD. 1549-50; and though Chevvappa
held some simas in amaram under them in the South
Arcot District, he did not gain a footing in Tanjore
until after their departure to the north.

Chevva was essentially a man of peace. Itis
doubtful whether he had ever taken up arms against an
enemy. He devoted himself to religion, and effected
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{mprovements to the temples of Siva, his favourite
deity, at Sritaila, Arunachala, Vriddhachala and other
éatva-kshétras. How long Chevva ruled at Tanjore it is
not possible to ascertain definitely. His last inscrip-
tion is dated in AD. 1576, and very probably he died
soon after. On his death, he was succeeded by his son,
Achyutappa Nayaka, who had been assisting him in
the government of the kingdom since AD. 1560.
Achyuta like his father appears to have been a lover
of peace ; he is said to have built at érirangam for the
god Rangadhama, a gilded sajja (upper house) and a
prakara (wall surrounding the temple); laid out
pleasure gardens ; and presented to the deity a beauti-
ful crown. Nothing issaid about his warlike activities
excepting the vague assertion that he like Arjuna
won victory over the petty chiefs who opposed him.

One important event, not referred to either in
the Raghunathabhyudayam or Raghunathanayaka-
bhyudayam, deserves to be noticed here. According
to the Sanskrit Raghunathabhyudayam of Ramabhad-
ramba, soon after Raghunatha’s appointment as his
father’s yuvaraja, Penugonda, the capital of the empe-
ror Venkatapatidévaraya, was invested by the Muham-
madans; and the emperor summoned Achyutappa
to come with all his troops to Penugonda to help him
in its defence. In obedience to the imperial command,
Achyutappa sent his forces to Penugonda under the
command of Yuvaraja Raghunatha. On the latter’s
arrival at the imperial capital, most of the Muham-
madans that were besieging it are said to have taken’
1o their heels, and a few that dared to oppose him were
easily vanquished and compelled to submit to him.
He it also said to have defeated the Murasus &%
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the fort Ballalapura (Chik-Ballapur in the Kolar Dt.),
and brought them back to obedience. Greatly pleased
with Raghunatha for the help rendered by him,
Venkatapatidsvaraya is said to have acknowledged
his indebtedness in the open durbar and honoured
him with presents of horses and jewelry. Moreover,
he is said to have released at Raghunatha's request
Krishnappa Nayaka of Gingee from prison and gave
them both leave to return to their respective capitals.
On hearing that his son was returning from Penugonda,
Achyutappa went out to meet him at some distance
outside the city and received him warmly. Sometime
later Achyutappa raised his son to the throne, and
entrusted to him the government of the kingdom. *

The siege of Penugonda is important from a chro-
nological point of view; for, it enables us to fix with
tolerable certainty the date of the accession of
Raghunatha Nayaka ; but the precise date of the siege
is unfortunately not known; and it has to be deduced
fromthe data furnished by other sources. In the
Tarikh -i- Muhammad Quly Qutb Shahy, it is stated
that Sultan Muhammad Quly Qutb Shah laid siege to
Penugonda sometime after he removed his head-
quarters to his new capital Bhagnagar in AD. 1589,
though the duration of the interval that elapsed
between the two events is not definitely specfied. *

An inscription in Siddhavatam (Cuddappha Dt.)
set up in Saka 1527 (AD. 1605) by Matli Ananta recounts
a number of victories won by him. It is said that
Ananta slew Konda and Venkata of the Ravela family
in battle; won a victory at Jammulamadugu and

T 4

1. Sources of Vijayanagara History pp. 285—86.
9, Briggs’ Ferishta III, App. 454,
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offered protection to Nandela Krishnama ; put to flight
Kondraju Venkataraju and took possession of Chen-
nur ; guarded the expeditionary force to Madura in
the Drivida country; and put down the pride of the
Yavana Padshazh in a battle near Penugonda. It is
obivious that all these events happened before AD.
1605, though not perhaps in the order in which they are
enumerated here.* According to the Kaifiyat of Chitti-
vali, Matli Ananta defeated at first the Muhammadans
near Penugonda ; then, he vanquished the Patras and
the Manne-Samantas of Udayagiri, who were encamped
at Kalamakuru; next, he overthrew the Ravella chiefs
and their Muslim allies near Gurramkonda. While
Matli Ananta was still ruling, it is said, Nandela
Krishpama, whom Venkatapatiraya kept in confine-
ment in Chandragiri for rebellion, died in the prison.
Most of these facts are also mentioned in the Kumud-
vatikalyinam of Kumara Ananta, grandson of Matli
Ananta, in the same order. It issaid that Ananta in-
flicted a defeat on king Qutb Shah in a battle nearPenu-
gonda and put him to flight; slaughtered the cavalry
forces of the valiant Aévarao near Gandiksta; vanqui-
shed Kampa-Nainappa of Udayagiri: destroyed the
famous warriors, Ravela Konda and Venkata near Gur-
ramkonda ; and having put Virappa of Madura to death,
accomplished successfully the task entrusted to him by
the Raya.! As the evidence of these works is not
quite in agreement with the Siddhavatam epigraph, it
is not possible to fix definitely the chronological order
of the events described in them. Nevertheless, & few
facts which give a rough indication of the probable
time of the siege of Penugonda may be noted here

1. Sources of Vijayanagara ﬁistoty 249~50.
2. Further Bources of Vijayanagara History, Nos. 216 (b) and (c)
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with atvantage. The Siddhavatam inscription, it may
be remembered, refers to an expedition against Madura
in the Dravida country, under the guardianship of
Matli Ananta; and the Kumudvatikalyinam also
speaks of an attack on Madura, when Ananta put to
death Virappa of Madura and performed the commis-
sion entrusted to him by the Raya. Obviously they
allude to one and the same event, which happened
sometime before AD. 1605.,, when Virappa, the
Niyak king of Madura, was killel. Now, during the
time of Venkatapatidevaraya, there ruled two Nayak
kings of the name of Virappa at Madura, Viz. Virappa
Nayaka, son of Krishnappa Nayaka I (AD. 1572-1595)
and Muttu Virappa Nayaka I (AD. 1609-1623). As the
latter came to the throne four years after the
date of the Siddhavatam inscription, and survived
Venkatapatidevaraya ruling for nine years after
his death, if a Madura Virappa was actually
killed by Matli Ananta, as stated above, he must have
been Virappa, son of Krishnappa I;and the expedition
in which he was killed must have taken place in
AD. 1595, the last year of his reign. According to the
order of events enumerated in the Siddhavatam inscri-
ption, the siege of Penugonda must have taken place
after the expedition, and according to the Kumudva-
tikalyanam earlier. Which of these two records men-
tions the events in their correct chronological sequence,
it is not easy to determine. There is reason to doubt
the correctness of the order of events described in the
Siddhavatam inscription: for the battle Jambula-
madugu, which according to the unanimous testimony
of the kafiyats, took place in Saka 1520 (AD. 1598-99)" is
placed before the expedition to Madura which, as

1. Ibid, Nos. 211, 212, 250.
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stated above, must have been sent in AD. 1595. Could
the siege of Penugonda have taken place before the
Madura ‘expedition as stated in the Kumudvatikal-
yanam ? Possibly ; for, Sayyid Mohiuddin Qadri Zor,
who has gathered information from original sources
not accessible to others, states in his ¢ Sultan Moham-
mad Quly Quitb Shah’® that the sieges of Penugonda
and Gandikota took place in A. H. 1003 (AD. 1594-5.) *
kalyinam may be accepted as genuine; and since
Raghunatha participated in Venkatapatiraya’s in-
vasion of Murasu-nadu, he might have remained in the
north a little longer and returned to Tanjore about the
end of AD. 1595,

How long Achyutappa continued to rule after the
return of his son from Penugonda, it is not easy to
determine. Ramabhadramba states in her Raghuna-
thabbyudayam that, on Raghunatha's return from
Penugonda, he was crowned ; and this happened before
his attack on éélaga, and the restoration of the king
of N&pala to his throne. Achyutappa appears to have
abdicated the kingdom in favour of his son, and lived
in retirement during the last years of his life. How-
ever that may be, there is no doubt that Raghunatha
was ruling the kingdom from at least AD. 1600; for
he is referred to in the inscriptions as king from that
time onwards: and as no record of Achyutappa is
found subsequent to this date, it is reasonable to
suppose that his reign ended and that of his son
began either in that year or a little before. This:
is corroborated by the evidence of contemporary
foreign writers. According to Anqutil du Perron

1, Sulthn Mobammed Quly Qutb Shih pp. 232-4, a
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and Fr. Cutinho, Achyutappa Nayaka died about AD.
1600 and his 370 wives burnt themselves on his fune-
ral pyre.*

Raghunitha was not the lawful heir to the throne.
He had an elder brother whom he supplanted. Though
Raghunatha is made to appear in all the literary works
produced at the Tanjore court as the only son of his 3‘
father, the contemporary European travellers and'
Christian missionaries explicitly state that he had a.n
elder brother. It is stated that by the order of
Achyutappa, who was partial to Raghunatha, this
unfortunate prince was at first imprisoned ; and was
subsequently murdered by Raghunatha after his acces-
sion to the throne.” This is indeed a damaging
record which tarnishes the reputation of Raghunatha
who is represented in all the contemporary works as
a second Rama™irreprochable conduct. In the absenc,e
of confirmatory evidence, it is not possible to arrive
at any definite conclusion ; and for the present, it is
advisablé'withhold final judgment.

Of the events of the reign of Raghunatha only two
are singled out here by Vijayaraghava as worthy of
mention. He is said to have defeated the king of
Tundira and put him to flight. The king of Tundira
referred to by Vijayaraghava was, no doubt, Krish-
nappa, the Nayak of Gingee. Though the circumstan-
ces in which Raghunatha won the victory over him are
not described, it must have been gained inall probabi-
lity in connection with his war with Sslaga, one of the
most powerful nobles in the service of the Niyak of
Gingee. More 1mportant than this was Raghunitha's
war with J aggaraja and his ally the kmg of the

1. Heras, Ltavidu Dynasty, pp. 399400
2. Ibid, pp. 401-8,
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Pindya country, i e, the Nayak of Madura, in which
he is said to have taken the latter’s daughters as
prisoners of war, and placed, as a result of the victory,
Ramadsvaraya on the throne of (Ghanagiri i.e.,
Penugonda. A more detailed account of this war
is found in the letter, which Gunturi Ayyaparasa
Narappa of the Northern country, Raghunatha’s
representative in the court of the Pachchavu (Padshah)
is said to have addressed to his master. Raghunatha,
according to this letter, set out from his camp at
Palamandri on the morning of §u.5 of the month of
Ashadha of the year Nala (8th June, A. D. 1616) after
his morning meal accompanied by Ramadévariya and
thirty-two other chiefs mentioned by name. On
arriving at the Western Camp a fierce engage-
ment took place in which Gobburu Jaggaraja was
killed, and his allies Makaraja, Dalavay Chenchu
Ravilla Madanna, the ruler of Tundira, and Virappa
N&du of Madura took to their heels. Raghunatha took
hold of the goddess of victory by the hand and caused
the trumpet of beneficence (dharma-dira) to be blown
to proclaim that the battle was at an end. He also
accepted the daughter of the Pandya ruler whom her
father presented to him as an offering of peace;and
returned to his capital accompanied by his queen

Kalavatl.

This letter is important. In the first place, it
gives the precise date on which the battle of Tépur,—
though it is not so named here—, was fought. Secondly,
it mentions the names of a number of chiefs, not
known from other sources, who supported the cause of
Ramad@varaya. Most of them were the nobles of the
Vijayanagara court; and they followed, as stated in
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the letter, Ramadsva, because they were attached to
the emperor’s family for generations.! It is curious
that the name of Velugsti Yaichama, who was respon-
gible more than any one else for the destruction of
Jaggardja and the enthronement of Ramadgvaraya,
does not find a place in this letter, though we learn
from other sources that he played an important part

1. Though these nobles were men of no historical importance. one of them
Katta Rangapariaja deserves notice, as he was the paternal grandfather (or
great grandfather) of the poet Katta Varadaraja, the author of the Parama
bhagavata Charitra, Srivangamahatmya and Dvipada-Ramayana. In the
introduction of Varadaraja's Srirangamahitmyam, it is said that in the
family of Karikdla Chgla, Telugu Bijjana was born ; one of his descendants
was Ranga; his son was Sriranga ; and the latter had five sons viz., Katraja,
Peddiréjs, Haridisa, Raghunatha, and Lachchirija. Of these five soms,
Haridasa, the middle one, became famous ; and he married, according to
the genealogy given in Varadarija's Ramayanam, Krishnamadmba, a
daughter of Pochiraja-Singarirsjs, and a sister of Obamamba, the queen of
of Srirangarajs II (AD. 1614). To Haridaea and Krishnamambs were born
two sons viz, Ramarkjs and Varadaraja. The latter became a great poet.
The following is the pedigree of Varadaraja as described in these poems:—

Karikala Chola

Telugu Bijjana
, Rangﬁpuﬁia
Srirangaraja
Katraja  Peddiraja Haridasa Raghunatha Lachohiraja

ni. Krish?amimbi

Ramaraja Varadaraja

Now, who was the Katta Rangaparaju mentioned in the Raghunjthi-
bhyudayam ? Was he the great grandfather or the grandfather of Varadarja?
As Hariddsa, the father of Varadarjs, is said to have married a sister of Sriran.
gardja II's wife, it is likely ¢hat Ka¢ia Rangaparkja who partioipated in the
Tépiir batile was Varadsiaja’s grandfather rather than his great grandfather,
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in the battle of Topur. Vijayaraghava appears to
have deliberately omitted the name of Yachama in
order to present his father as the sole hero of the
battle and attribute to him the entire credit of winning
the victory and placing Ramadévaraya on his
ancesteral throne.

Raghunatha Nayaka ruled until AD. 1630. The
latest known record of his reign is dated in S.1553,
Prajotpatti, corresponding to AD. 1631-32.! This
record is,-however, dubiously dated and its evidence
cannot therefore be accepted as conclusive. An entry
in the Day Book of the Dutch factory at Pulicat-
against 24th Jan. AD. 1631 refers to the death of the
Nayak of Taunjore after a reign of three years. He
had put out the eyes of his elder brother from fear of,
his claiming the throne ; and the latter owing to dis-
appointment took poison. A younger brother of 15 or
16 now succeeded.'> The passage, short as it is, brist-
les with difficulties, The only Nayak of Tanjore that

1. 200 of 1927. The record is dated actually in §, 1551 Prajatpatti; but
as the Saka and cyclic years do not agree, the date has been corrected
by the Govt Epigraphist to §. 1553 Prajotpatti, on the assumption.that the
cyclic year is correct and the Saka year wrong. (ARE 1927. Part1, P. 49),
If, on the contrary, faka year happens to be correct, the cyclic year wrong,
then the record has to be assigned to Saka 1551 Sukls (AD. 1629-30)
This is probably the correct date of the imscription, Another record
257 of 1927 dated only in the cyclic year Bhava (A.D. 1634) is
also attributed by the Government Epigraphist to Raghunatha on the
assumption that Dikshitasvami and Nayakarayyan mentioned in it are
identical with Govinda Dikshita and Raghunitha Nayaks respectively
(ARE 1927. II, Para 95). This is extremely doubtful, as there is no evidence '
to show that Raghunatha’s rule lasted until AD. 1634. The Dikshitasvami
mentioned in the inscription may very well have been Yajnariys:ga
Dikshita and the Nayakarayyan Vijayaraghava Nayaka. \

2, N.Msoleod; De Oost-Indische Compagnie als Zeemogandheid in Asie
P 490 : , :
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could have died at this time was Raghun&tha who is
seen to have been ruling in Saka 1551 (AD. 1629-30).
In that case, the period of three years which is said to
have been the duration of his reign must be a mistake
for thirty years. The prince who was blinded and who
subsequently put an end to his life by taking poison
must have been the brother, whom, according Anquetil
du Perron and Father Cutinho, Raghunatha murdered.
Who the younger brother of 15 or 16 that succeeded
Raghunatha, it is not easy to discover. *‘Younger
brother’ is probably a mistake for °‘younger son’.
However that may be, it may be accepted that the
Nayak of Tanjore who died in the beginning of AD.
1631 was none other than Raghunatha himself.

After the death of Raghunatha, the succession to
the throne was disputed ; his three sons Achyuta,
Ramabhadra and Vijayaraghava fought with one
another for nearly three years- The details of the civil
war are not recorded ; but the last prevailed ultimately
against his rivals. Vijayaraghava who managed to
geize his brothers, blinded them both and having
imprisoned them in the fort of Vallam crowned him-
self king on S. 1555 Srimukha, érévana §u. 12, Tuesday
(Tuesday 6th August AD. 1633).!

The achievements of Vijayaraghava are described
at some length in the introduction to his Ragunatha-
nayakabhyudayam. It issaid that, while he was still
young, he won a victory over the ‘ Lord of the West '
i. ¢, the Nayak of Madura. This event appears to have
taken place during the reign of his father. Vijaya-
raghava is also said to have performed all the sixteen

1. Descriptive Catalogue of the Teluga Bogks in T.M.8.8.M, Library p. 61.
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great danas (gifts) on a single day in the year of his
coronation. This is corroborated by the evidence of the
poet Kalaya, according to whom they were made by
Vijayaraghava on the day of his coronation.*® Next,
he is said to have put to flight the great Savaram
Venkatapati and captured Pandapallur within a
ghatika. The Savaram Venkatapati, whom Vijaya-
raghava defeated, was one of the half-brothers of
Savaram China Narayanaraju, the author of the Telugu
Kuvalayasva Charitram.* The circumstances in
which Vijayaraghava had to fight with Savaram
Venkatapati are not known. It is interesting to note
that Pandanallur together with Tirukattupalli belonged
to one of Vijayaraghava's elder brothers to whom
his father had made them over. * Savaram Venkata-
pati probably supported this prince during the civil
war and the battle of Pandanallur in which he was
defeated was fought in that conuection. Vijaya-
raghava claims to have defeated the rulers of the
Pandya and Tundira countries, who rebelled against Srt
Rangaraya III and compelled them to wait at the gate
of the imperial palace. He seems to have assumed
also on this occasion the title of Jirnakarnataka-sam-
rajya-samsthapandacharya, or the re-establisher of the
decaying empire of Karnataka. This happened in AD.
1643. Though Vijayaraghava takes considerable
credit for the part played by him in this affair, his
conduct was highly reprehensible. He conspired with
the Niyaks of Madura and Gingee against Sr1 Ranga
at first and then betrayed his fellow conspirators to
the latter. “The Nayak of Madura enlisted in his

1. Ibid. !

2 Vriddhagitisan: Nayaks Tanjore. p. 127,



88

defection’ says a Jesuit missionary, ‘“‘those of Tanjore
and Gingee, by concluding with them a league against
their common sovereign. The latter, informed of every-
thing through the Niyak of Tanjore, who had the
meanness to betray his allies, marched at the head of
his army and advanced on the territory of Gingee.™*
The Nayaks of Madura and Gingee were perhaps
defeated as stated in the Raghunathaniyakibhyu-
dayam and entered into some sort of an agreement with
érrranga III, though they had no desire to honour it.

Vijayarighava was, like his father and grand-
father, a staunch Vaishnava ; he was specially devoted
to god Rijagopila of Mannirgudi and assumed the
name of Mannirudasa as a mark of his devotion to that
god. His gifts to the temples of Ranganitha at Sr1-
rangam and of Réajagopila at Mannirgudi are enume-
rated here as well as in his inscriptions. It is said
that he presented to god Ranganitha a coat of gems
(ratnangi), ,a tiara and several ornaments set with
precious stones; he built the prakara, gopura, prasadas
(mansions) and an audience hall called the Vaikuntha
Sabha in the temple, planted a flower garden and
excavated a tank. He made provision for carrying
on all services in the temple of Rajagopila, granted
several agrahiras such as Raghunithapura to
Brahmans, and maintained free feeding houses
(sattras) where they were sumptuously fed

iii. Administradion, The Raghunathanayakabhyuda-
yamand Raghunathabhyudayam throwsome light on
the administration of the Nayak kingdom. While

1. Naysks of Madura p. 264.
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désoribing the royal palace, Vijayaraghava mentions a
large hall, where all the samprati karanams of the state
adsembled together and kept accounts. According to
the Rayavachakam, there were nine sampratis in Vijay-
anagara.’ Now a samprati is said to be ‘the head
karanam (accountant) who supervises the accounts.’
As the karanikas of the Kandachara, of the cavalry, of
the Nallapraja &c are referred to in the Rayava-
chakam, ® it is reasonable to suppose that each section
in the army had its own karanikas, and that the head
karanika of the Kandachara (army) was one of the
nine Bsampratis mentioned above. The Nayak kings,
who adopted the administrative machinery of the
Vijayanagara empire, had perhaps also nine sam-
pratis under them ; and the hall of samprati-karanams,
referred to in the Raghunathanayakabhyudayam,
must have been the office, where all these worked
together. A passage in the Raghunathabhyudayam in
which Atthavana Rangayya,* who was the head
karanam of the Revenue Department, is .mentioned
lends colour to this view.® He renders accounts of
the entire revenue of the state, showing thereby that
he was in charge of the whole department. Other

Rayavaochakam p. 5.

Sabdaratodkaram, 8.V, Samprati.

Rayavadchakam pp. 41, 42.

Atthavana Rangayys, like all the other characters of the yakshaginam
is a historical person. He is mentioed in an epigraph in the Vishnu,
temple at the Nachohiyarkoil (356 of 1937) dated &. 1540 (AD. 1618).—ARE.
1926.27, Part 11, Para 5.

5. Another interpretation of the term samprati is that he was the head

karanam of a sthala or sima. A number of villages constituted a sthala.

The karanams of all the villages of the sthala were subjected to the autho-
rity of the karanam of the sthala, and the karanams of all the
sthalas in a sima were under the cotrol of the karanam in charge of the
sima and so on. ‘ d

-~ W N
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departments such as hasham (army) were probably
under the charge of a separate samprati, and the hall
in which all these met daily and worked was the Chief
Secretariat of the Government.

The passage which embodies the statement of
accounts by Atthavana Rangayya is of immense
importance, as it gives us valuable information about
the revenues of the Tanjore Nayak kingdom and the
thanner of its collection :—

“The rendering of the accounts by Atthavana
Rangayya :—After subtracting 235,000 madas from
300,000 from the Dharmasanam (judicial and charitable
institutions) the balance still due from Chidambara-
natha Mudaliar is 65,000 madas [Parva? arrears
15,000 absolute arrears 50,000]; from 250,000 madas
due from the maniyam and mandsvarét (the government of
state villages and of those reserved for the maintenance
of the royal household), after substracting 150,000 paid
in cash and 50,000 in grain. a balance of 50,000
(madas) is the still due from Kubusam Lakshmayya ;
a sum of 20,000 varzhas is due from Vachamiti after
deducting 80,000 paid in cash from 100,000 due from
kara-toras (ports and rivers); and a sum of 6000
midas is due from Kongri Pilla after subtracting
12000 madas from 18000, the income from sunkam
(the excise duties). The total amount of arrears is
141,000 madas.”

It is seen from this that the territory belonging
to the state was divided, as in Vijayanagara, into two
kinds, state land (maniyam) and the land for the main-
tenance of the palace (manovarts); the total vevenne
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of the state, which was derived from four §ources, viz.,
dharmasanam, maniyam and manovarti, kara-foras and
sunkam, was 668,000 madas. This amount was not wholly
realised in cash. The land revenue (maniyam and
manovarts) was collected partly in cash and partly in
grain. Nearly half the income of the state was derived
from the dharmasanam, the maniyam and mangvarti
coming only next. The revenues were most probably
let to tax farmers, who appear to have been
tardy in the payment of the monies due to the govern-
ment.* The wrangle between Atthavana Rangayya
and another karpam called Kasturi in the presence
of Raghunitha, though intended to introduce an
element of humour, indicates that corrupt practices
were not unknown, To check the accounts of karanams
and bring them to book in case they were found guilty
of falsfication, an Audit Department was maintained
of which Asteppa was the head. Incidental references
to hasham (army) are found both in the Raghunatha-
bhyudayam and the Raghunathiniyakibhyudayam.
The letter of Guntur Ayyaparasa Narappa also
mentions the various sections of the Tanjore army
such as the elagolu (van) at the head of which were the
petty chieftains under the command of Adiyapadam (?),
chivagadas (lancers), kaijitam forces (forces who
received the salary from the king himself), the
nallapraja (men of the forest tribes), musketeers,
cavalry and the elephants. Similarly, the practice of
pitching the Veligudaru or the royal tent outside the

city, the twanging of his bow by the king and the

24. ' From Rangajamma's Mannirudasavilasam, we learn that the revenues of the
temple of Mabnarugudi were sold to tax farmers (See. Manniruddsavilasam,
Andhra Sahitys Parishat Publications No. 19. p. §.). It is not unlikely that
the temple authorities adopted the practice that was followed by tbe
governmant, :
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mustering of the forces before setting out on an
expedition are also referred to in a song.* It is
evident that the army was organized on the imperial
model. This is but natural; for that was the only
organization known to them. and the days of the
drilled and disciplined forces in the European fashion
were still far off.

Much intresting information on food, dress
and the articles of luxury imported from abroad, both
from Europe in the west and the East Indian Archi-
pelago, lies scattered throughout these two works. It is
not, however, possible to gather all that material here.
The Raghunathibhyudayam the Raghunathanayaki-
bhyudayam, the Mannarudasavilisam and a host of
other works produced at the court of the Nayak kings
of Tanjore embody valuable information about the
social and economic conditions of the time and are
well worth investigation.

Heémakuta )
10, Raman St., /
T* Nagar, Madras.( N. VENKATARAMANAYYA.,
QU-3-1951

1. That this was a practice borrowed from Vijayanagara is shown by the
following passage from the Book Durate Barbosa (. P. 224.) :—

** When the war arrived at such a point that he considers it necessary to go
in person, and when he has settled in his council that he will go; on an
appointed day the king goes forth to an open plain....... When he
arrives at the plain, they bring him a horse whereon he rides holding in
his hand a bow and arrow, which he lets fly towards the country with which
he is about to wage war. He then gives out in how many days from that
time he will start, and this news runs through the whole city and kingdom,
Hence he goes forth at once and fixes hiscamping ground in the open
country where he awaits the time fixed for advance. When the time is
fulfilled he issues a proclamation.........that all men should attend with their
wives, and soas, and households, all are ordered to go thither,’
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1, Ep. coll., 146 of 1914, Tp. Kulittalai taluk.
Ibid, No. 140 of 1895, Tj. Kumbhakonam taluk.
Ibid, No. 273 of 1901, Tj. Tanjavur taluk.

Ibid, No. 129 of 1905, Tj. Nunganeri taluk.
Ibid, No. 718 of 1916, Tn, Ambasamudram taluk.
Ibid, No. 191 of 1914, Tp. Kulittalai taluk.
Ibid, No. 573 of 1916, Tn. Ambasamudram taluk.
Ibid, Nos. 557, 558 and 559 of 1911, Madura Dt.
Ibid, No. 33 of 1905, S. A. Tindivanam taluk.
Ibid, No. 250 of 1910, Cg. Ponneri taluk.
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1. Ep. Rep., 1912, para 57, p. 82.

2. The historical 1nscr1puons of SOuthern
India, p. 252.
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2. Ep. coll., 710 of 1904.
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1. P. 493. 1631 A.D,, Jan. 24. Death of Naik
of Tanjore after a reign of three years. He had put
out the eyes of his elder brother from fear of his
claiming the throne. A younger brother of 15 or
16 now succeeded (to the throne).
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“When the hour of peril was wrung, he
(Vijayaraghava) had no more faith in his courage
than in the fidelity of his subjects; he sacrificed
his dearest and fled to the forests......The latter
(thievea), informed of the condition of the fortress,
hurried to it in crowds, placed one of them as
guard at the gateway and possessed themselves
of these fabulous treasures which till then were
not counted, but in measuring them by the bushel...
In the confusion of this pillage, the prisons were
thrown open and a multitude of state prisoners
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were set free, the sole crime of most of whom
being their fortune or social position. Among the
latter were two brothers of the Nayak, whom he
had shut up in these prisons, after pulling out
their eyes to remove all desire on their side of
succeeding him (the Nayak)—* History of the
Nayaks of Madura, Appendix A, pp. 270-272 ff.
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